CCSD GHSGT Parent Guide

Subject:  English

Domain:   Reading Comprehension



Lesson #1
Objective:
To analyze and interpret literature from a myth from American Literature

Origin Myths are stories about beginnings.  These stories are passed down from generation to generation.  

Materials:  pen, pencil, paper  

Activity: 
Read myth on page 112.  Complete questions and assignments below:

1. Circle two words that show the nature of the Great White Roots in origin this origin myth.  What can you tell from this passage about the purpose of the alliance?

2. The speaker sometimes repeats words and concepts: for example, “seats”,  “feathery down of the globe thistle,” and “Five Nations.”  The repetitions draw attention to the formal, serious nature of the speaker’s words and actions.  Write one other word or phrase that is repeated in this selection.

3. What role does the eagle play as a cultural detail for the Five Nations?

4. What is one requirement for all the lords of the Five Nations?

From The Iroquois Constitution
Translated by Arthur C. Parker

I am Dekanawidah and with the Five Nations confederate lords I plant the Tree of the Great Peace.  I name the tree the Tree of the Great Long Leaves.  Under the shade of this Tree of the Great Peace we spread the soft white feathery down of the globe thistle as seats for you, Adodarhoh, and your cousin lords.
We place you upon those seats, spread soft with the feathery down of the globe thistle, there beneath the shade of the spreading branches of the Tree of Peace.  There shall you sit and watch the council fire of the confederacy of the Five Nations, and all the affairs of the Five Nations shall be transacted at this place before you.

Roots have spread out from the Tree of the Great Peace, one to the north, one to the east, one to the south and one to the west.  The name of these roots is the Great White Roots and their nature is peace and strength.

We place at the top of the Tree of the Long Leaves an eagle who is able to see afar.  If he sees in the distance any evil approaching or danger threatening he will at once warn the people of the confederacy.

The smoke of the confederate council fire shall ever ascend and pierce the sky so that other nations who may be allies may see the council fire of the Great Peace……

All lords of the Five Nations’ Confederacy must be honest in all things…….It shall be a serious wrong for anyone to lead a lord into trivial affairs, for the people must ever hold their lords high in estimation out of respect to their honorable positions.

With endless patience you shall carry out your duty and your firmness shall be tempered with tenderness for your people.  Neither anger nor fury shall find lodgement in your mind and all your words and actions shall be marked with calm deliberation.  In all your deliberations in the confederate council, in your efforts at law making, in all your official acts, self-interest shall be cast into oblivion.  Cast not over your shoulder behind you the warnings of the nephews and nieces should they chide you for any error or wrong you may do, but return to the way of the Great Law which is just and right.

Evaluation:

Create your own myth and share with student

Answers:   
1. Peace and strength



2.  Answers vary

3. Protector, Guard



4.  Must be honest

Helpful Hints to Parents:  Origin Myths may explain one or more of the following: customs, traditions, or social organizations, natural landmarks such as high mountains, and events beyond people’s control

Lesson # 2

Narrative Accounts of Literature

Objective: 
To understand and analyze narrative accounts in Literary reading.  A narrative account tells the story of real-life events.

Materials:  pen, paper

Activity: 
Read the narrative “from The Autobiography” on pages 113- 114.  Pick out unfamiliar vocabulary and define them.  Circle the qualities that other people liked about Franklin.  

Evaluation:  
Complete literary analysis below by placing a check in front of the two sentences that indicate this work is an autobiography:

___ Franklin is telling the story of his own life.

___ Franklin wrote this book when he was seventy-nine.

___ Franklin talks about himself, using the pronoun I.

___ Many people read this book.

___ The book has lists in it.

From The Autobiography
Benjamin Franklin


But soon I found that I had undertaken a task of more difficulty than I had imagined.  While my care was employed in guarding against one fault, I was often surprised by another…….I therefore contrived the following method.

1. TEMPERANCE - Eat not to dullness; drink not to elevation.
2. SILENCE – Speak not but what may benefit others or yourself/ avoid trifling conversation.

3. ORDER – Let all your things have their places; let each part of your business have its time.

4. RESOLUTION – Resolve to perform what you ought; perform without fail what you resolve.

5. FRUGALITY – Make no expense but to do good to others or yourself; i.e., waste nothing.

6. INDUSTRY – Lose no time; be always employed in something useful; cut off all unnecessary actions.

7. SINCERITY – Use no hurtful deceit; think innocently and justly, and, if you speak, speak accordingly.

8. JUSTICE – Wrong none by doing injuries, or omitting the benefits that are your duty.

9. MODERATION – Avoid extremes; forebear resenting injuries so much as you think they deserve.

10. CLEANLINESS – Tolerate no uncleanliness in body, clothes, or habitation.

11. TRANQUILITY – Be not disturbed at trifles or at accidents common or unavoidable.

12. CHASTITY –

13. HUMILITY – Imitate Jesus and Socrates


I made a little book, in which I allotted a page for each of the virtues.  I ruled each page with red ink, so as to have seven columns, one for each day of the week, marking each column with a letter for the day.  I crossed these columns with thirteen red lines, marking the beginning of each line with the first letter of one of the virtues, one which line and in its proper column I might mark, by a little black spot, every fault I found upon examination to have been committed respecting that virtue upon that day.


This article, therefore, cost me so much painful attention, and my faults in it vexed me so much, and I made so little progress in amendment, and had such frequent relapses, that I was almost ready to give up the attempt, and content myself with a faulty character in that respect, like the man who, in buying an ax of a smith, my neighbor, desired to have the whole of its surface as bright as the edge.  The smith consented to grind it bright for him if he would turn the wheel; he turned while the smith pressed the broad face of the ax hard and heavily on the stone, which made the turning of it very fatiguing.  The man came every now and then from the wheel to see how the work went on, and at length would take his ax as it was, without further grinding. “No,” said the smith, “turn on, turn on; we shall have it bright by and by; as yet, it is only speckled.”  “Yes,” says the man, “but I think I like a speckled ax best.”


In truth, I found myself incorrigible with respect to Order; and now I am grown old, and my memory bad, I feel very sensibly the want of it.  But, on the whole, though I never arrived at perfection I had been so ambitious of obtaining, but fell far short of it, yet I was, by the endeavor, a better and happier man than I otherwise should have been if I had not attempted it.  I hope, therefore, that some of my descendents may follow the example and reap the benefit.
Answers:  The  two sentences that should be checked are numbers 1 and 3.

Helpful Hints:  Autobiographies use first-person pronouns like I, me, my, we, us, mine, our, and ours.
Lesson Plan # 3

Speeches

Objective:  
To understand and evaluate speeches, especially persuasive speeches in American Literature.

Speeches are often written first and then delivered orally. When evaluating speeches, ask yourself if the speaker is appealing to your emotions or to your mind or reason.

Materials:  
pen, pencil, paper

Activity:  
Read “Speech in Virginia” below.  Read aloud the underlined sentences.  Circle words that tell how Patrick Henry judges the future.  State whether you agree with his argument.  Explain why or why not.

Speech in the Virginia Convention

Patrick Henry

Mr. President:  No man thinks more highly than I do of the patriotism, as well as abilities, of the very worthy gentleman who have just addressed the house.  But different men often see the same subject in different lights……..

I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided, and that is the lamp of experience.  I know of no way of judging of the future but by the past.  And judging by the past, I wish to know what there has been in the conduct of the British ministry for the last ten years to justify those hopes with which gentlemen have been pleased to solace themselves and the house?  Is it that insidious smile with which our petition has been lately received?  Trust it not, sir; it will prove a snare to your feet.  Suffer not yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss.
They are meant for us; they can be meant for no other.  They are sent over to bind and rivet upon us those chains which the British ministry have been so long forging.  And what have we to oppose them?  Shall we try argument?  Sir, we have been trying that for the last ten years.  Have we anything new to offer upon the subject?  Nothing.  We have held the subject up in every light of which is capable; but is has been all in vain.

There is no longer any room for hope.  If we wish to be free, if we mean to preserve inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we have been so long contending, if we mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which we have been so long engaged, and which we have pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glorious object of our contest shall be obtained – we must fight!  I repeat it, sir, we must fight!  An appeal to arms and the God of Hosts is all that is left us!

They tell us, sir, that we are weak – unable to cope with so formidable an adversary.  But when shall we be stronger?  Will it be the next week, or the next year?  Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and when a British guard shall be stationed in every house?

The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave.  Besides, sir, we have no election; if we were base enough to desire it, it is now too late to retire from the contest.  There is no retreat but in submission and slavery!  Our chains are forged!  Their clanging may be heard on the plains of Boston!  The war is inevitable—and let it come!  I repeat it, sir, let it come!

It is vain, sir, to extenuate the matter.  Gentlemen may cry “Peace, peace” but there is no peace.  The war is actually begun!  The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms!  Our brethren are already in the field!  Why stand here idle?  What is it that gentlemen wish?  What would they have?  Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery?  Forbid it, Almighty God!  I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!
Evaluation:  
Write a persuasive speech and share it with your child.  See if your child is persuaded with any of your main points.

Answers:  

Answers vary in reference to your personal views.

Helpful Hints:  
Restate ideas in your speech.  Repeats ideas using the same words.  Ask rhetorical questions that have obvious answers.

Lesson # 4

Literature Periods

Objective:  
To review and recognize American Literature periods and timelines.
Materials:  Paper, pen

Activity:   
After studying and reviewing literature periods with student, create a BINGO game utilizing Literature periods.

Evaluation:  Test each other on information from timeline.
American Literary Periods
Puritanism:  The literature of the first American settlers (1600-1800), which focused mostly on their survival experiences, using the “plain style” and many Biblical references.
Rationalism:  A movement that began in Europe, which held that we can arrive at truth by using our reason rather than relying on the authority of the past, or the authority of the Church, or on intuition. All people are born with an innate ethical sense and have the ability to regulate and improve their own lives (1750-1800).

Romanticism:  A revolt against rationalism that affect literature and other arts, beginning in the late 18th century and remaining strong throughout most of the 19th century.  The Romantics believed that intuition, imagination, and emotion are superior to reason, that the natural world is a means of discovering the truth that lies behind mere reality, that rural life and wilderness is better than city life and technology, and a preference for the “natural” past and the supernatural (1800-1860).

Transcendentatlism:  A 19th century movement in the Romantic tradition, which held that every individual can reach ultimate truths through spiritual intuition, which transcends (goes beyond) reason and sensory experience (1840-1860).
Realism:  A style of writing, developed in the 19th century, that attempts to depict life accurately without idealizing or romanticizing it.  They focused on contemporary life, especially that of the middle/lower class, and favored simple language (1850-1900).

Modernism:  A term for the bold new experimental styles and forms that swept the arts during the first third of the 20th century.  They rejected the “prettiness” and sentimentality of the 19th century. (1900-1950)

Harlem Renaissance:  A highly influential cultural movement that took place in 1920’s Harlem, New York, in which African American artists, writers, musicians, and performers flourished.  Some common issues of these artistic works were race, class, religion, and gender, mainly focusing on the “underdog” (1920s).
Lesson # 5

Literary Analysis-Stanza Form
Objective:  
To understand format of poems and other literary analysis written in groups of lines called stanzas.
Each stanza is like a paragraph, usually focusing on one main idea.  A two-line stanza is called a couplet.  A four-line stanza is called a quatrain.  The subject of this quatrain from “A psalm of life” is human achievement. 

Materials:  paper, pen, pencil

Activity: 
Read the poem and answer the following questions:

1. The word that best describes the speaker’s attitude is (bitter, positive, or humorous).

2. The speaker agrees that Life is an empty dream.  (True or False)

3. The speaker feels that great men can teach us how to make money (True of False)

Evaluation:  Create a poem using a two-line stanza and a quatrain
Helpful hints:  Choose a subject that is interesting to you write a poem with.
Answers:

1. Positive

2. True

3. False

A Psalm of Life

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Tell me not, in mournful numbers,

Life is but an empty dream!-

For the soul is dead that slumbers,

And things are not what they seem

Life is real! Life is earnest!

And the grave is not its goal:

Dust thou art, to dust returnest!

Was not spoken of the soul.

In the world’s broad field of battle,

In the bivouac of Life,

Be not like dumb, driven cattle!

Be a hero in the strife!

Lives of great men all remind us

We can make our lives sublime,

And, departing, leave behind us

Footprints on the sands of time;

Footprints, that perhaps another,

Sailing o’er life’s solemn main,

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,

Seeing, shall take heart again.
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